
 
 

 

 

General Camp Description 
www.begoniascamp.com 

Summers in Maine offer a wonderful opportunity for kids to get outside to learn about the living world around them. This 
is a field-trip based outdoor adventure science camp with specific weekly sessions designed for elementary and middle 
school students. We offer a unique hands-on science opportunity for students who enjoy the outdoors and are looking for 
a greater scientific understanding of living organisms in their natural habitats. The following is a brief description of our 
available weekly offerings. Please contact us for more specifics about each session if you have additional inquiries. 

Beachcombing, Tidepooling, and Marine Biology 
Take tide-pooling to a whole new level of understanding .This session will stimulate and nurture student interest in marine 

biology. Daily experiences and discussions associated with our field studies will carry over into their classroom 
enthusiasm and understanding of marine wildlife. Each day we will travel around to the different coastline destinations 

available in and around the area where we can study the living world of the rocky intertidal zone to search for, collect, and 
analyze the many different organisms in their natural habitat. Time will be available every day to swim, stroll along the 

beaches searching for shells, driftwood, sea glass, and marine life such as sand dollars that wash up on our local beaches. 



Pond Ecology and Entomology(Amphibians, Reptiles, Fish, Bugs etc.) 
There are many local ponds and lakes in the greater Portland area that provide an excellent setting for 

learning about the many organisms that thrive there. We'll travel to several ponds and lakes to catch fish, 
salamanders, turtles, frogs, bugs, etc. and study them up close. Although an emphasis on catch-and release of all 
animals is encouraged, we will also show you how to create a simple terrarium throughout the week so that in 
the future you'll be able to do the same on your own when you want to observe and study these animals up close 
for short periods of time. 

Studying and collecting bugs may sound a little creepy, but it can, like it did for me, become an 
educational hobby and passion of sorts. If you are interested in the adventure of observing, collecting, and 
displaying such treasures of nature, this is a great opportunity for you to learn how.  Go away from camp with 
your own pinned collection of bugs that will last for years. 

The Great Outdoors 
Whether it’s exploring the islands of Casco Bay or a day hike up one of the many nature trails just 

inland, the greater Portland area has an unlimited number of outdoor adventure opportunities.  This week is 
designed for students to become familiarized with the number of available outdoor excursions that can be 
educational, healthy, and fun.  This week requires a lot of energy so get some rest and be prepared for a lot of 
walking, hiking, biking, climbing, swimming, etc.  Throughout the week we’ll visit many of Maine’s State 
Parks and other outdoor recreational attractions, as well as take time out to just swim and hang out. 

Cost: Each week-long session is $360.00 per student 
Space is limited for each session and WE EXPECT FOR ALL SE SSIONS TO BE FULL BY THE 

END OF APRIL/BEGINNING OF MAY SO DONÕT DELAY IN SIGN ING UP ASAP!  You can secure a 
placement with a $100.00 deposit for each registered week, which will be applied to your overall balance(This 
also applies to Portland Students using Summer Champs Scholarship.  Your deposit will be refunded when we 
receive payment from Summer Champs).  You must be paid in full no later than two weeks prior to the start 
date of the weekly session that you are registered for.  Cancellations and No-Shows made within the two weeks 
prior to the start date of the weekly session that you are registered for are subject to the full cost of that weekly 
session. Some exceptions may apply.  Deposit will be refunded if applicant cannot be accepted.  Checks payable 
to “Begonia’s Summer Science Camp,” or simply, “BSSC.”  Payment arrangements can be made to 
accommodate your budget. 

Registration Information  
Here at Begonia’s Summer Science Camp, we are very flexible with a number of the logistics associated 

with our programs, especially with one of the major parental concerns, pick up and drop off times to 
accommodate parent work schedules in the summer. Many times when choosing a summer camp, your schedule 
dictates whether or not your child can attend.  We do not want that to be the deciding factor in your camping 
decision.  Student profiles of all registered campers are created based on where all the kids that are enrolled for 
that weekly session are coming from. Our normal pick-up and drop-off location is the Back Cove parking lot off 
of Preble Street in Portland(Directly adjacent to the Hannaford’s supermarket next to the lacrosse & soccer 
field).  If that doesn’t work for you, let us know what will, and we will do our very best to make it happen. 
You’ll find that we have a daily scheduled time frame that is from “9ish to 5ish” for that reason.  

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns at all.  We encourage you to select 
us as your camp of choice this summer!  We pride ourselves in offering a unique hands-on biological science 
experience unlike any other program offered in this area.   

When registering for each session, prioritize your child’s placement by placing a 1-2 or 3 next to each 
available week(1 being your 1st week of choice, 2 or 3 being the last).  When I receive your registration 
information, I’ll match your child’s age and interests with others of similar age and weeks of preference. 

Owner & Director   Contact Information    Summer CHAMPS Camp Code: 228 
Eric Begonia   126 Mighty Street 
begoniascamp@yahoo.com Gorham, Maine 04038  
     (207) 749-9930 
    www.begoniascamp.com 


